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ELECTION  AND  ANA 


T would  like  to  invite  members  President's  Message 


to  consider  running  for  the 
Board  of  Directors.  This  year,  the 
terms  of  four  Directors  are  expiring 
-  Josh  Prottas,  Roger  Merritt,  Ira 
Rezak  and  Danny  Spurgeon  -  and 
they  have  all  signified  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  serve  again. 

The  qualifications  are  that  you 
must  be  over  18,  a  member  of 
AINA  for  at  least  three  years,  and 
that  you  must  obtain  nominations 
from  at  least  three  current  members. 
You  should  also  have  access  to 
email. 

Please  submit  your  qualifica¬ 
tions,  which  will  be  reviewed  by  the 
Election  Committee.  If  your  quali¬ 
fications  are  sufficient,  it  is  possible 
that  the  Election  Committee  will 
supply  your  three  nominations. 

Please  mail  your  nomination, 
within  30  days  of  receiving  this 
issue,  to:  AINA  Election,  PO  Box 
20255,  Fountain  Hills,  AZ  85269.  If 
you  have  any  questions  contact  me 
at  818-225-1348  or  ainapresident@ 
gmail.com. 

ANA  World’s  Fair  of  Money 

The  American  Numismatic  As¬ 
sociation  will  hold  their  World’s 
Fair  of  Money®  convention  from 
August  1  -5  at  the  Colorado  Con¬ 
vention  Center  in  Denver. 

My  wife  Esther  and  I  will  be 
manning  (womanning?)  the  AINA 
table  in  the  club  area  of  the  bourse; 
if  you  are  attending,  please  come 
over  and  say  “hello.” 


We  will  be  holding  a  board  meet¬ 
ing,  but  no  general  meeting.  How¬ 
ever  you  are  invited  to  two  special 
meetings:  on  Wednesday  starting 
at  1  p.m.,  the  Tokens  and  Medals 
Society  will  present  the  Odesser 
Award  for  the  best  article  published 
in  The  Shekel  in  2016. 

On  Thursday  at  2  p.m.,  I  will 
be  giving  the  keynote  lecture  at 
the  meeting  of  Medal  Collectors 
of  America;  the  subject  will  be  the 
Jewish- American  Hall  of  Fame 
medals  created  by  Victor  Ries  and 
Gerta  Ries  Wiener. 

I  hope  that  I  will  meet  some  of 
you  at  these  meetings. 

The  AINA  50th  Anniversary 
medal  is  still  available,  but  mint¬ 
ages  are  very  small  and  you  should 
order  soon  so  you  don’t  miss  this 
important  historic  medal.  Further 
information  is  contained  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pages. 

All  the  best. 


P.S.  News  is  coming  about  The 
Shekel  Prize. 
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TEL- AVIV  STAMPS  (Y.  TSACHOR)  LTD 


MAIL  AUCTION 

Illustrated  Catalogue  -  free  on  request 

Auctions  are  held  twice  a  year 

Palestine  &  Israel  Coins  &  Bank  Notes 

Judaica,  JNF,  Holocaust 
Autographs,  Postcards 
Palestine  &  Israel  Philately 

PO  Box  16218,  Tel  Aviv,  Israel 
Tel:  (-h-f)  972-3-522-6294, 

Fax:  (-I-I-)  972-3-524-5088 
www.TelAvivStamps.com 
Email:  tastps@gmail.com 


PALESTINE  BANKNOTE 

5  Palestine  Pounds,  1  939  #8932021 ;  VF 

Sold  in  our  November,  201  6  auction  (#43)  for  $2,200 
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Number  One  Money  Man 
Judaica  and  Other  Items 


WORLD  FAMOUS  SHULAN 
JEWELERS  (est.  1921)  of 
AKRON  OHIO  LUCKY 
PENNY  (1955  D) 


RHODE  ISLAND  BANK  of  the  REPUBLIC  $5  of  1855 
with  TWO  (2)  NOTES  with  the  SAME  EXACT  SERIAL 
NUMBER  815  (from  PLATE  NUMBERS  C  &  D). 


Million  Dollar  Note  Sheet  of  36 
ORIGINAL  COST  $8000  GENUINE  AMERICAN  BANK  NOTE  CO 
FULL  SHEET  of  36  MILLION:  The  WORLD’S  FIRST  &  ONLY  EN¬ 
GRAVED  &  PRINTED  (in  1988)  BILLS  (this  was  the  1st  MILLION 
NOVELTY  NOTE)  with  CERTIFICATE  of  AUTHENTICITY  and 
SIGNATURE  of  lAM  TREASURER  in  the  LOWER  RIGHT  SHEET 
SELVAGE.  NUMBERED  59  out  of  500  SHEETS.  CRISP  UNCIRCU¬ 
LATED  FULL  SHEET  of  36,  MEASURES  APPROXIMATELY  28.5  x 
28.5  INCHES.  ORIGINAL  COST  of  the  SHEET  was  $8,000. 


CALL  or  E-mail  for  PRICING,  etc.  to: 

#1,  P.O.  Box  4075,  Ft.  Myers,  FL.  33918. 

Telephone:  (239)-313-9899. 

E-mail:  info@NumberOneMoneyMan.com 
LIFE  MEMBER  OF:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC,  etc. 
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SIX  DAY  WAR: 

FINAL  MINUTES  OF  BATTLE  TO  LIBERATE  jEEUSALEM 
BROADCAST  LIVE  ON  ‘VOICE  OF  ISRAEL’  RADIO 


Soldiers  carry  away  an  injured  comrade  on  a  stretcher  through  the  streets  of  the  Old  City’ 
of  Jerusalem  on  June  7,  1967.  (Defense  Ministry’s  IDF  Archive) 


Presented  here:  a  transcript  of  a 
dramatic  live  Hebrew  broadcast  on 
‘Voice  of  Israel  Radio  ‘from  June  7, 
1967,  reporting  on  the  liberation  of 
the  Temple  Mount  and  Western  Wall 
by  Israel  Defense  Forces. 

iryrojrnjrcjfiuraj  fiumjrDjnurDjnu 
“This  is  Mordechai  Twersky  report¬ 
ing  from  Jerusalem: 

What  you  are  now  about  to  hear  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  most  riveting  re¬ 
cordings  in  the  modern-day  history  of 
Israel.  I  refer  to  the  dramatic  sounds 
of  Israeli  Defense  Forces  entering 
and  liberating  Jerusalem’s  Old  City 
and  the  Western  Wall  on  June  7th, 


1967.  You  hear  the  sounds  of  gun¬ 
fire.  You  hear  the  footsteps  of  Israeli 
soldiers,  as  they  draw  closer  and 
closer  and  as  General  Uzi  Narkiss 
instructs  them  and  asks  to  be  shown 
where  the  Western  Wall  stands.  We 
hear  a  triumphant  Brigadier  General 
Shlomo  Goren,  later  to  become  the 
Chief  Rabbi  of  Israel,  as  he  recites 
the  memorial  prayer  and  sounds  the 
shofar,  as  Israeli  soldiers  weep  with 
sorrow  over  their  comrades  killed  in 
combat. 

Listen  closely  to  this  piece  of  his¬ 
tory,  which  is  housed  in  the  archives 

Continued 
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Continued 

of  the  Avi  Yaffe  Recording  Studio  in 
Jerusalem. 

Colonel  Motta  Gur  [on  loud¬ 
speaker]:  All  company  commanders, 
we’re  sitting  right  now  on  the  ridge 
and  we’re  seeing  the  Old  City. 

Shortly  we’re  going  to  go  in  to 
the  Old  City  of  Jerusalem,  that  all 
generations  have  dreamed  about.  We 
will  be  the  first  to  enter  the  Old  City. 
Eitan’s  tanks  will  advance  on  the  left 
and  will  enter  the  Lion’s  Gate.  The 
final  rendezvous  will  be  on  the  open 
square  above  (the  open  square  of  the 
Temple  Mount.) 

[Sound  of 
applause  by 
the  sol¬ 
diers.] 

Yossi 

Ronen:  We 

are  now 
walking 
on  one  of 
the  main 
streets  of 
Jerusalem 
towards  the 
Old  City. 

The  head 
of  the  force 
is  about  to 
enter  the  Old  City. 

[Gunfire] 

Yossi  Ronen:  There  is  still  shooting 
from  all  directions;  we’re  advancing 
towards  the  entrance  of  the  Old  City  . 

[Sound  of  gunfire  and  soldiers  ’ 
footsteps.  ] 


[Yelling  of  commands  to  soldiers.] 
[More  soldiers  [footsteps.] 

The  soldiers  are  keeping  a  distance 
of  approximately  5  meters  between 
them.  It’s  still  dangerous  to  walk 
around  here;  there  is  still  sniper 
shooting  here  and  there. 

[Gunfire] 

We’re  all  told  to  stop;  we’re  ad¬ 
vancing  towards  the  mountainside; 
on  our  left  is  the  Mount  of  Olives  ; 
we’re  now  in  the  Old  City  opposite 
the  Russian  church.  I’m  right  now 
lowering  my  head;  we’re  running 


next  to  the  mountainside. 

We  can  see  the  stone  walls.  They’re 
still  shooting  at  us.  The  Israeli  tanks 
are  at  the  entrance  to  the  Old  City, 
and  ahead  we  go,  through  the  Lion’s 
Gate. 

I’m  with  the  first  unit  to  break 
through  into  the  Old  City.  There  is 


Photo  of  soldiers  of  the  Isreal  Defense  Forces  about  to  enter  the  Old  City’ 
on  June  7,  1967,  of  the  Six  Day  War  (Defense  Ministry’s  IDF  Arvhive) 
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Continued 


Continued 

a  Jordanian  bus  next  to  me,  totally 
burnt;  it  is  very  hot  here.  We’re  about 
to  enter  the  Old  City  itself.  We’re 
standing  below  the  Lion’s  Gate,  the 
Gate  is  about  to  come  crashing  down, 
probably  because  of  the  previous 
shelling.  Soldiers  are  taking  cover 
next  to  the  palm  trees;  I’m  also  stay¬ 
ing  close  to  one  of  the  trees.  We’re 
getting  further  and  further  into  the 
City. 

[Gunfire.] 

Colonel  Motta  Gur  announces 
on  the  army  wireless:  The  Temple 
Mount  is  in  our  hands!  I  repeat,  the 
Temple  Mount  is  in  our  hands! 

All  forces,  stop  firing!  This  is  the 
David  Operations  Room.  All  forces, 
stop  firing!  I  repeat,  all  forces,  stop 
firing!  Over. 

Commander  eight-nine  here,  is  this 
Motta  (Gur)  talking?  Over. 

[Inaudible  response  on  the  army 
wireless  by  Motta  Gur] 

Uzi 

Narkiss: 

Motta, 
there  isn’t 
anybody 
like  you. 

You’re 
next  to  the 
Mosque 
of  Omar. 

Yossi 
Roncn: 

I’m  driv¬ 
ing  fast 
through 
the  Lion’s 
Gate  all 


the  way  inside  the  Old  City. 

Command  on  the  army  wireless: 
Comb  the  area,  discover  the  source 
of  the  firing.  Protect  every  building, 
in  every  way.  Do  not  touch  anything, 
especially  in  the  holy  places. 

[Lu  Col  Uzi  Eilam  bloyvs  the  Sho- 
far.  Soldiers  are  singing  ‘  Jerusa¬ 
lem  of  Gold\] 

Uzi  Narkiss:  Tell  me,  where  is  the 
Western  Wall?  How  do  we  get  there? 

Yossi  Ronen:  I’m  walking  right 
now  down  the  steps  towards  the 
Western  Wall.  I’m  not  a  religious 
man,  I  never  have  been,  but  this  is  the 
Western  Wall  and  I’m  touching  the 
stones  of  the  Western  Wall. 

Soldiers:  [reciting  the  ‘Shehechi- 
anu’  blessing]:  Baruch  ata  Hashem, 
elokeinu  melech  haolam,  she-hechi- 
anu  ve-kiemanu  ve-hegianu  la-zman 
ha-zeh.  [Translation:  Blessed  art 
Thou  L-rd  G-d  King  of  the  Universe 
who  has  sustained  us  and  kept  us  and 
has  brought  us  to  this  day] 


Continued 

Rabbi  Shlomo  Goren:  Baruch  ata 
Hashem,  menachem  tsiori  u-voneh 
Yerushalayirn.  [Translation:  Blessed 
are  thou,  who  comforts  Zion  and 
builds  Jerusalem  ] 

Soldiers:  Amen! 

[Soldiers  sing  *Hatikva  *  next  to  the 
Western  Wall.] 

Rabbi  Goren:  We’re  now  going 
to  recite  the  prayer  for  the  fallen 
soldiers  of  this  war  against  all  of  the 
enemies  of  Israel: 

[Soldiers  weeping] 

El  male  rahamim,  shaken  ba- 
meromim.  Hamtse  menuha  nahona  al 
kanfei  hashina,  be-maalot  kedoshim, 
giborim  ve-tehorim,  kezohar  hara- 
kiya  meirim  u-mazhirim.  Ve-nishmot 
halalei  tsava  hagana  le-yisrael, 
she-naflu  be-maaraha  zot,  neged 
oievei  yisrael,  ve-shnaflu  al  kedushat 
Hashem  ha-am  ve-ha  ’arets,  ve-shi- 
chrur  Beit  Hamikdash,  Har  Habayit, 
Hakotel  ha-ma  ’aravi  veyerusha- 
layim  ir  ha-elokim.  Be-gan  eden 
tehe  menuhatam.  Lahen  ba  ’al 
ha-rahamim,  yastirem  beseter 
knafav  le-olamim.  Ve-yitsror 
be-tsror  ha-hayim  et  nishma- 
tam  adoshem  hu  nahlatam, 
ve-yanuhu  be-shalom  al  mish- 
kavam  [soldiers  weeping  loud] 
ve-ya  ’amdu  le-goralam  le-kets 
ha-yam im  ve-nomar  amen! 

[Translation:  Merciful  G-d 
in  heaven,  may  the  heroes  and 
the  pure,  be  under  thy  Divine 
wings,  among  the  holy  and  the 
pure  who  shine  bright  as  the  sky, 
and  the  souls  of  soldiers  of  the 
Israeli  army  who  fell  in  this  war 


against  the  enemies  of  Israel,  who  fell 
for  their  loyalty  to  G-d  and  the  land 
of  Israel,  who  fell  for  the  liberation 
of  the  Temple,  the  Temple  Mount,  the 
Western  Wall  and  Jerusalem  the  city 
of  the  Lord.  May  their  place  of  rest 
be  in  paradise. 

Merciful  One,  O  keep  their  souls 
forever  alive  under  Thy  protective 
wings.  The  Lord  being  their  heritage, 
may  they  rest  in  peace,  for  they  shalt 
rest  and  stand  up  for  their  allotted 
portion  at  the  end  of  the  days,  and  let 
us  say.  Amen.] 

[Soldiers  are  weeping.  Rabbi 
Goren  sounds  the  shofar,  Sound  of 
gunfire  in  the  background.] 

Rabbi  Goren:  Le-shana  HA-ZOT 
be-Yerushalayim  ha-b’nuya,  be- 
yerushalayim  ha-atika!  [Translation: 
This  year  in  a  rebuilt  Jerusalem!  In 
the  Jerusalem  of  old!] 


Rahhi  Shlomo  Goren  blowing  the  shofar,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  soldiers  of  the  Israel  Defense  Forces 
on  the  day  of  reunification,  .June  7,  1967. 
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THE  DESIGN  HISTORY  OF 
REUNIEICATION  OE  JERUSALEM 
SIDE  OF  NEW  AINA  MEDAL 

Some  of  the  steps  it  took  to  create  these  historic 
and  rare  commemorative  medals 


FIRST  CONCEPT, 
BY 

MEL  WACKS 


SECOND  CONCEPT, 

BY 

MEL  WACKS 

Continued 
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Continued 


MEDALLIC  artist’s  DRAWING, 

BY 

HEIDI  WASTWEET 


NEARLY  COMPLETED  CLAY  MODEL, 

BY 

HEIDI  WASTWEET 


Continued 


FINAL  PLASTER  MODEL 

(with  ISRAEL  DEFENSE  FORCES  EMBLEM  ON  TALLIS 
COVER,  CIRCUMFERENTIAL  INSCRIPTIONS,  AND 
INITIALS  “MW”  &  “HW”  in  FIELD  BELOW  ELBOW). 

BY  HEIDI  WASTWEET. 


I 


REUNIFICATION  SIDE  OF  BRONZE,  SILVER  AND 
GOLD-PLATED  MEDALS 
PRODUCED  BY  MEDALLIC  ART  COMPANY 
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ContinucJ 


Continued 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  MEDAL  COMMEMORATES  THE 
1 00™  ANNIVERSARY  OF  THE  BALFOUR  DECLARATION. 
DESIGNED  BY  MEL  WACKS  AND  HEIDI  WASTWEET 
SCULPTED  BY  HEIDI  WASTWEET. 


NOW  AVAILABLE! 

A.I.NA.  HISTORIC  COMMEMORATIVE  MEDALS 

AINA  members  can  order  the  New  AINA  Medal  Commemorating 
the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Reunification  of  Jerusalem  During  the 
Six-Day  War,  the  100th  Anniversary  of  the  Balfour  Declaration,  and 
the  50th  Anniversary  of  AINA  at  special  reduced  prices. 

Each  purchase  includes  a  Certificate  of  Authenticity  and  a  metal 
stand: 

-Antique  Bronze  Medal: 

(250  limit)  @  $39.50  (SAVE  OVER  $10,  Regularly  $50) 

-Antique  Pure  Silver  Medal: 

(100  limit)  @  $150  (SAVE  $50,  Reg.  $200) 

-  Gold-Plated  Pure  Silver: 

(50  limit)  @  $180  (SAVE  $70,  Regularly  $250) 

-  Complete  Set  of  Gold-Plated  Pure  Silver,  Pure  Silver  &  Bronze 
@  $355  (SAVE  $145,  Reg.  $500).  Add  $5  per  order  for  shipping. 
Please  allow  30-60  days  for  delivery. 

To  order  call  818-225-1348,  for  Paypal  use  email  address  ain- 
amembcrship@gmail.com,  or  send  check  to  AfNA,  PO  Box  20255, 
Fountain  Hills,  AZ  85269. 
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A.I.N.A.  Marketplace 


The  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Numismatists  (PAN)  is  a  non-profit  educational 
state  organization  founded  in  1978  consisting  of  individuals  and  com  clubs  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  United  States 


PAN  membership  is  open  to  any  individual  or  club  interested  in  the  study  and  collection 
of  coins,  currency,  medals,  tokens,  and  related  material  The  cost  is  $12  per  calendar 
year  (clubs  are  free).  You  will  receive  our  journal.  The  Clarion  published  three  times 
per  year  and  the  PAN  eNEWS,  a  free  electronic  newsletter 


PAN  Coin  Shows  and  Conventions  occur  every  spring  in  early  May  and  fall  in  late 
October  at  the  Monroeville  Convention  Center,  209  Mall  Blvd,  Monroeville,  PA  15146 
There  are  more  than  130  tables  and  100  dealers  eager  to  buy,  sell,  or  trade  coins, 
paper  money,  tokens,  medals,  gold,  silver,  and  bullion. 


email:  pancoins@gmail  com 
@pancoinsPAN 


website,  www  pancoins, org 
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PAN 

1985  Lincoln  Way 
Suite  23  #225 
White  Oak.  PA  15131 


POSTCARDS  from 
the  HOLY  LAND 


SALO  AIZENBERG 

FOWWORO  «V  ALAN  OeRSHOWrTTZ 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 

The  Society  ot  Israel  Philatelists  is  a  nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collecting  of 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  journal.  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6  times  a  year. 


Coins  of  the  Holy  Land 


Hk  AbratMin  and  Marun  Sotarr  Cnftectioo 
the  AntciKao  Nutawtmaiiv  S«)CKtf 
and  the  Mu«*ufn 


Volume  I 


Coins  of  the 
Holy  Land: 

The  Abraham  anti  Marian 
Sofaer  Collection  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 
and  the  Israel  Museum 


American 

Numismatic 

Society 

Publications 


Hardcover,  2  Volumes, 

Vol.  i:  344  pp.  Vol.  2:  244  pp.,  238  plates 

ISBN:  978  089722  283  9  (complete  2  volume  set) 

List  Price:  US  $190 

ANS  Member  Price:  US  $133 

Ancient  Coins  in  North  American  Collections  8 

(ACNAC  8)  2013 


The  Abraham  and  Marian  Sofaer  collection  consists  of  4,000  coins  and  related  objects 
prduced  by  the  peoples  who  inhabited  the  Holy  Land  from  the  Persian  period  in  the  5th  and 
4th  centuries  BCE  through  the  Cmsader  Kingdom  in  the  13th  century  of  the  modern  era. 
Assembled  over  more  than  30  years,  the  collection  contains  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  coins  of  the 
Persians,  Greeks,  Samarians,  Jews,  Nabataeans,  Romans,  Byzantines,  Arabs,  and  Crusaders. 


Ihe  book  was  written  by  Ya’akov  Meshorer  with  Gabriela  Bijovsky  and  Wolfgang  Fischer- 


7S  Varick  St.,  11.  1 1 
New  York.  NY  10013 

t.  212-S7J-4470 
t.  21  2-S7i-447y 
www.numismatiouorg 


Bossert,  and  edited  by  David  Hendin  and  Andrew  Meadows. 

For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/ACNAC8 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  1 1 7 
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L)v\ii»  Hlmm\ 
(lUidc  to 

BIRI  ICAI  COINS 


nrrii  iiiit.on 


David  Hendins  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 
the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

Amphora  •  P.O.  Box  805  •  Nyack,  NY  10960 

AmphoraCoins@aoLcom 


^IRA&LARBY^ 

GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 

Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U  S.  Coins  for  our  three 

major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA,  A  family  tradition  since  1931 

11400  W.  Olympic  Blvd  #800,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90064  •  (800)978-2646  •  Fax  (310)  551-2626 

Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  80160-0785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Fax  720-981-5345 
www.rosenblumcoins.com  -  bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  worM’s  leaciing  (dealer  in  all 
aspects  of  Ancient  Juciaea,  Israel,  Palestine  an(i  Judaica  (including 
the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins,  medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc. 
Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors  of  AINA, 
Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 

THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY 

Publishes  a  bimonthly  journal,  has  a  library  avail¬ 
able  to  members,  and  an  annual  meeting  at  the 
ANA.  TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor  the  Ben 
Odesser  Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  “The  Shekel”. 
Dues  are  $30  (U.S.),  $42  (Canada)  and  $60  (Other 
Foreign).  Send  to:  TAMS,  c/o  Mark  Lighterman, 
5224  W.  State  Rd  46,  No.  408,  Sanford,  FL  32771. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a  very  reasonable  cost.  They  have 
produced  medals  for  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  and  are  the  official  minter  for 
the  annual  AINA  medals.  Contact  Vince 
Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800)  544-6135 
and  tell  him  that  you  are  a  member  of  AINA 
to  get  a  special  deal. 
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A  UCTION  NEWS 


Rarities  AT  NYINC  2017 


JUDAEA,  Jewish  War.  66-70  CE.  AR  Shekel  (22.5mm,  14.18  g,  llh).  Protoype  issue.  Jerusalem 
mint.  Dated  year  1  (66/7  CE).  Omer  aip;  “1  ”  (date,  in  Hebrew)  above,  pellets  flanking,  “Shekel 
of  Israel”  (in  Hebrew)  around,  between  concentric  dotted  circle  borders  /  Sprig  of  three  pome¬ 
granates;  “Jerusalem  [the]  holy  ”  (in  Hebrew)  around,  between  concentric  dotted  circle  borders. 
Meshorer  183;  Kadman  1;  Hendin  1352;  Bromberg  56  =  Shoshana  1 20195  (same  dies);  Sofaer 
-;  Spaer-  EF,  toned,  original  patina,  slightly  off  center  on  reverse.  The  third,  and  finest,  known, 
one  of  which  is  in  a  public  collection  (Jerusalem).  The  Shoshana/Bromberg  piece  hammered  at 
$925,000  in  2012.  From  an  American  collection. 

By  ART  GERSHMAN 


The  45th  Annual  New  York 
International  Numismatic 
Convention  was  held  on  Janu¬ 
ary  6-15,  2017  at  the  Waldorf 
Astoria  hotel.  It  was  a  poignant 
show  because  the  Waldorf 
closed  shortly  afterward  for 
three  years  for  redevelopment, 
having  been  bought  by  Chi¬ 
nese  investors.  On  the  bright 
side,  the  venue  for  next  year 
will  be  held  with  the  bourse  in 
one  large  room,  instead  of  the 
current  warren  of  rooms  at  the 
Waldorf. 

Lot  viewing  and  auctions  took 
place  over  the  entire  stretch  of 
the  convention,  with  a  bourse 
open  from  Thursday,  Jan.  12  to 


Sunday  the  15th.  The  auction 
houses  include  Heritage,  Gold¬ 
berg,  Stacks,  CNG,  Spinks  and 
Kolbe  &  Fannon. 

Bidding  was  stiff  with  a  few 
notable  exceptions.  CNG,  in 
their  Triton  XX  sale  offered  a 
Prototype  Year  1  shekel,  with 
only  three  examples  known. 

One  example  is  in  the  Israel 
Museum  in  Jerusalem;  another 
one  sold  a  few  years  ago  for 
almost  $1  million.  The  CNG 
coin  is  the  third  known.  The 
coin  disappointingly  sold  for 
$600,000,  falling  far  short  of 
the  estimate  of  $750,000. 

According  to  the  catalog 

Continued 
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Continued 

notes  written  by  David  Hen- 
din,  the  CNG  coin  is  nicer  than 
the  million-dollar  example. 

The  Triton  XX  example  is  one 
of  three  known  examples  of  a 
prototype  for  the  shekel  of  the 
first  year  of  the  Jewish  War,  be¬ 
ginning  May  66  (or  a  bit  later). 
This  example  is  the  first  coin 
type  of  the  renowned  Jewish 
War  shekels  and  half  shekels. 

One  specimen  is  in  the  col¬ 
lection  of  the  Israel  Museum, 
Jerusalem.  The  second  speci¬ 
men  was  sold  in  Shoshana  I  at  a 
hammer  of  $925,000;  the  same 
coin  had  been  sold  previously 
in  1991  as  part  of  the  Bromberg 
Collection,  and  sold  there  for 
$242,000. 

This  third  specimen  is  the 
only  one  of  the  three  that  has 
not  been  cleaned,  and  retains 
a  thin,  attractive  patina  of  the 
silver  chlorides  often  seen  on 
the  Jewish  shekels. 

It  is  also  the  best  struck  of 
the  three  coins.  While  all  three 
of  them  are  slightly  off-center 
on  the  reverse,  this  specimen 
shows  more  of  the  legend  than 
the  others. 

Three  other  coins  are  worth 
noting.  Goldberg  offered  a 
spectacular  zuz  overstrike  on  a 
drachm  of  Trajan  from  Bostria, 
with  the  tail  end  and  leg  of  a 
camel  clearly  visible.  The  coin 
was  paired  with  the  base  coin  of 
the  same  type  as  the  overstrike. 
The  pair  sold  for  $3,600. 


An  excellent  study  lot  for 
the  Bar  Kochba  zuz  series, 
which  was  without  exception 
overstruck  on  captured  Roman 
imperial  and  provincial  denarii 
and  drachms.  The  lot  included 
a  provincial  drachm  of  Bos- 
tra  struck  under  Trajan  and  an 
undated  zuz  attributed  to  the 
third  year  (134/5  CE)  of  the 
Bar  Kochba  War  struck  over  a 


JUDAEA.  Bar  Kochba  Revolt,  A  D.  132-135. 

AR  Zuz  (3.25  gms),  Year  2  (ca.  A.D.  133/4). 
NGC  Ch  EF,  Strike:  3/5  Swface:  4/5.  Milden- 
hef^-39  (Ohv.  7,  Rev.  18).  VERY  RARE. 
Overstrike  on  a  Vespasian  Judaea  Capta  de¬ 
narius.  “Shimon  ”  (in  Hebrew),  bunch  of  grapes 
hanging  fivm  branch;  Reverse:  “Year  Two  of 
the  Freedom  of  Israel”  (in  Hebrew)  fluted  one- 
handled jug  at  left,  palm  branch  at  right. 

similar  Bostra  drachm  of  Tra¬ 
jan.  Essentially  a  snapshot  of 

Continued 
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Top,  right  to  left:  Judaea,  Bar  Kokhba  Revolt.  Silver  Ziiz  (2.98  g),  132-135  CE.  Undated, 
attributed  to  year  3  (134/5  CE).  ’Simon  ’  (Paleo-Hebrew),  bunch  of  grapes  with  leaf  and 
tendril.  Rev.  ‘For  the  freedom  of  Jerusalem  ’  (Paleo-Hebrew),  fluted jug  with  handle  on  left; 
no  willow  branch.  (Mildenberg  164  (021/R89);  TJC  286;  Hendin  1434).  Zuz  overstruck  on 
a  drachm  of  Trajan  (representative  example  at  right)  from  Bostra,  with  both  the  portrait  and 
the  tail  end  of  the  camel  visible.  A  remarkable  undertype.  EF.  Purchased  from  E.  Waddell 
online  sale,  August  2003,  lot  110.  (Images  courtesy  Goldberg  Auctions) 


Continued 

small  silver  coinage  in  Judaea 
before  (drachm)  and  after  (zuz) 
the  outbreak  of  the  Bar  Kochba 
War. 

Another  overstrike  was  on  a 
Vespasian  Judaea  Capta  denar¬ 
ius.  Offered  by  Stacks,  it  is  the 
only  one  I  have  heard  of.  It  was 
estimated  at  $7,000  -  $10,000, 
and  sold  for  $4,935.  This  coin  is 
darkly  toned  good  surfaces  with 
a  well  struck  jug,  though  the 
areas  of  strike  weakness  reveal 
this  piece  to  be  a  great  treasure. 


When  the  obverse  is  rotated 
ninety  degrees  clockwise  the 
outline  of  Vespasian’s  bust 
can  be  deduced  at  two  to  four 
o’clock  along  with  a  portion  of 
the  legend.  It  is  the  reverse  die 
that  truly  elevates  this  piece, 
when  held  for  viewing  and 
rotated  approximately  forty-five 
degrees  counterclockwise,  at  six 
o’clock  the  letters  “AEA”  come 
into  view,  along  with  the  bare 
outline  of  Judaea’s  robe. 

The  historical  significance 

Continued 
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Roman  Empire,  Vespasian  (A. D.  69-79)  Ae  sestertius,  Rome,  A. D.  71,  weight  24.95  g, 

6  h.  Judaea  Capta  issue.  Ref.  RIC  167,  CBN  498,  Cohen  239.  obv.  laureate  head  right 
,  legend  IMP  CAES  VESPASIAN  AVGPMTRPPP  COS  111,  rev.  palm  tree  flanked  by 
Vespasian  standing  right  on  helmet,  holding  spear  and parazonium,  and  weeping  per¬ 
sonification  of  Judaea  seated  right,  legend  IVDEA  CAPTA.  Very  rare,  very  fine  observe 
and  portrait  showing  some  flat  areas  and  some  usual  corrosion  on  surfaces,  othei'vlse 
bold  with  strong  strike  of  legend,  superb  details  on  reverse.  Very’  fine  with  appealing 
green  brown  patina.  A  choice  very  fine  coin  of  the  '‘Judaea  Capta  ”  series,  scarce  in  such 
condition  and  with  this  variety  of  reverse. 


Continued 

of  this  piece  is  immense.  The 
Romans  occupied  Judaea  and 
violently  crushed  the  Jews  dur¬ 
ing  the  First  Jewish  War  of  A.D. 
66-70. 

The  Roman  general  of  this 
campaign  (Vespasian)  upon  his 
ascent  to  the  highest  office  of 
the  empire  would  strike  coins 
that  celebrated  his  victory  and 
the  humiliation  of  the  Jewish 
people. 

Decades  later  a  new  Jewish 
revolt  would  begin,  this  time 
against  the  emperor  Hadrian. 
The  vengeful  Jews  took  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  strike  a  psychologi¬ 
cal  blow  against  the  Romans 
by  using  their  coinage  as  base 
material  for  the  hopeful  Jewish 
nation.  It  must  have  been  em¬ 
powering  for  the  Jews  to  take 
the  Judaea  Capta  types,  obliter¬ 


ate  their  symbols  and  replace 
them  with  their  own  religious 
symbols  -  the  struggles  of  the 
past,  vindicated  and  reversed  by 
this  new  generation. 

In  so  doing,  they  remade  a 
symbol  of  oppression  into  a 
show  of  strength.  Their  courage 
echoes  through  the  ages,  per¬ 
manently  preserved  in  this  disk 
of  metal.  Vastly  important  and 
certain  to  hold  a  place  of  pride 
in  the  next  distinguished  collec¬ 
tion  it  enters. 

Finally,  Spink  offered  a  Ju¬ 
daea  Capta  sestertius  which 
went  for  $2,600  over  an  esti¬ 
mate  of  $  1 ,500-2,500. 

The  bourse  featured  deal¬ 
ers  from  around  the  world, 
but  none  from  Israel.  Activity 
was  lively  with  dealer’s  prices 
reflecting  the  high  cost  of  doing 
business  in  New  York  City.  [lU 
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CELEBRATES 


‘SEND  THESE,  THE  HOMEEESS, 
TEMTESTTOST  TO  ME 
I EIFT  MY  EAMP  BESIDE  THE 
GOLDEN  DOOR/’ 


Emma’s  sonnei 


NATION  OF  THE  NEW 


Emma  Lazarus  is  best  known 
today  for  her  oft-quoted  line 
“Give  me  your  tired,  your  poor,/ 
Your  huddled  masses  yearning  to 
breathe  free”  from  her  poem  “The 
New  Colossus”  -  the  entirety  of 
which  is  inscribed  on  the  inside  of 
the  Statue  of  Liberty’s  pedestal. 
“New  Collossus”  is  written  in  the 
form  of  a  poetic  sonnet,  a  strictly 
structured  series  lines  with  a  delib¬ 
erate  rhyming  scheme,  in  this  case 
a-b-b-a-a-b-b-a-c-d-c-d.  Shake¬ 
speare’s  sonnetts  are  still  taught  in 
English  classes. 

There  is  a  good  reason.  A  son- 
nett’s  last-word-of-a-line  rhyming 


structure  is  easy  to  read,  and  to  sing. 
Indeed,  Irving  Berlin  used  Lazarus’ 
immortal  words  in  a  song  in  the 
Broadway  show  “Miss  Liberty.” 

Some  numismatic  collectibles 
honor  her  singular  achievement  of 
capturing  in  just  105  words  the  idea 
of  a  new  nation  open  to  all. 

But  her  words,  initially  famous  in 
her  time,  almost  disappeared  from 
history. 

The  National  Park  Service,  on  its 
website  for  the  Statue  of  Liberty,  re¬ 
calls  part  of  the  story  of  the  origins 
of  arguably  the  most  well-known 
poetry  in  America  today: 

ConfinucJ 
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Photo  by  Mel  Wacks 

Emma  Lazarus  2”  medal  by  Gerta  Ries  Wiener,  issued  1983  by  the  Jewish-American  Hall  of 
Fame.  Some  of  her  most  familiar  poetry,  in  her  handwriting,  surrounds  Lazarus  ’portrait. 


The  New  Colossus 

Not  like  the  brazen  giant  of  Greek  fame, 

With  conquering  limbs  astride  from  land  to  land; 
Here  at  our  sea-washed,  sunset  gates  shall  stand 
A  mighty  woman  with  a  torch,  whose  flame 
Is  the  imprisoned  lightning,  and  her  name 
Mother  of  Exiles.  From  her  beacon-hand 
Glows  world-wide  welcome;  her  mild  eyes  command 
The  air-bridged  harbor  that  twnn  cities  frame. 
"Keep  ancient  lands,  your  storied  pomp!”  cries  she 
With  silent  lips.  "Give  me  your  tired,  your  poor. 
Your  huddled  masses  yearning  to  breathe  free. 

The  wretched  refuse  of  your  teeming  shore. 

Send  these,  the  homeless,  tempest-tost  to  me, 

I  lift  my  lamp  beside  the  golden  door!" 

-  Emma  Lazarus,  1883 


Continued 

“Born  July  22,  1 849  in  New  York 
City  to  a  wealthy  sugar  refining 
family  of  Portuguese  Sephardic 
Jewish  descent,  Emma  Lazarus 
was  the  poet  who  wrote  “The  New 
Colossus.” 

“Aside  from  writing,  Lazarus  was 
also  involved  in  charitable  work 
for  refugees.  At  Ward’s  Island,  she 
worked  as  an  aide  for  Jewish  im¬ 


migrants  who  had  been  detained  by 
Castle  Garden  immigration  officials. 
She  was  deeply  moved  by  the  plight 
of  the  Russian  Jews  she  met  there 
and  these  experiences  influenced 
her  writing. 

“In  1883,  William  Maxwell  Evarts 
and  author  Constance  Cary  Harrison 
asked  Lazarus  to  compose  a  sonnet 
for  the  “Art  Loan  Fund  Exhibition 

Continued 
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Photo  courtesy  U.S.  Mint 

Jacob  Lew,  the  76th  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  chose  a  quote  from  Emma  Lazarus  ’poem 
to  be  featured  on  the  reverse  of  his  3  ”  medals,  issued  by  the  U.S.  Mint  in  201 7.  Obverse 
designed  and  sculpted  by  Don  Everhart,  reverse  designed  by  Don  Everhart  and  sculpted 
by  Joseph  Menna.  Jack  Lew  was  the  highest-ranking  Orthodox  Jew  in  the  history  of  the 
U.S.  government. 


A  1  ’’pin,  with  blue  sky  enamel  over  bronze,  was  the  Emma  Lazarus  Federation  Award 
commemorating  the  35  th  Anniversary  of  Women’s  Suffrage  (1955). 


Continued 

in  Aid  of  the  Bartholdi  Pedestal 
Fund  for  the  Statue  of  Liberty”  - 
an  art  and  literary  auction  to  raise 
funds  for  the  Statue’s  pedestal  run 
by  the  American  Committee  for  the 
Statue  of  Liberty. 

“In  turn,  Lazarus,  inspired  by  her 
own  Sephardic  Jewish  heritage,  her 
experiences  working  with  refugees 


on  Ward’s  Island,  and  the  plight  of 
the  immigrant,  wrote  “The  New 
Colossus”  on  Nov.  2,  1883. 

“After  the  auction,  the  sonnet 
appeared  in  Joseph  Pulitzer’s  New 
York  World  as  well  as  The  New  York 
Times.  She  died  in  New  York  City 
on  Nov.  19,  1887,  most  likely  from 
Hodgkin’s  lymphoma  and  was  bur- 

( 'ontinued 
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A  t  right: In  1 903,  Lazarus  ’poem  was 
engraved  on  a  bronze  plaque  and  mounted 
inside  the  pedestal ’s  lower  level. 

Below:  The  original  manuscript  of  “The 
New  Colossus  ”  sold  for  $1,500  (about 
$37,000  today).  Image  courtesy  the 
American  Jewish  Historical  Society. 
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ied  in  Brooklyn.” 

Not  mentioned  in  the  NFS  ac¬ 
count  are  the  details  of  the  funding 
shortage  facing  the  installation  of 
the  Statue  of  Liberty;  an  estimated 


$100,000  (about  $2.4  million  in 
today’s  economy). 

The  money  was  needed  to  erect  a 
proper  pedestal  for  the  151-foot  tall 
statue.  Together,  with  its  base,  the 

Continued 
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#  LAZARUS 

1849-1887 

S  poet,  essayist 

?  and  humanitarian 
^  livcc^here 

dive  me  your  tired,  your  poor. 
Your  huddled  masses  < 
yearning  to  breathe^  ^ 

V?»-.  ^  ' 


Plaque  outside  Emma  Lazarus’  apartment  at  18  West  10th  Street  in  New  York  City. 
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Statue  would  rise  305  feet  and  face 
incoming  ships,  welcoming  all  to 
the  United  Statesof  America. 

The  wealthy  newspaper  publisher 
Joseph  Pulitzer  launched  the  fund¬ 
raising  campaign  in  his  newspaper 
The  New  York  World. 

As  a  part  of  this  campaign,  there 
was  an  auction  of  art  and  literary 
works  conducted  by  the  “Art  Loan 
Fund  Exhibition  in  Aid  of  the  Bar¬ 
tholdi  Pedestal  Fund  for  the  Statue 
of  Liberty,”  with  the  most  money 
raised  from  the  sale  of  the  poem 
“The  New  Colossus,”  donated  by  its 
author,  Emma  Lazarus. 

The  campaign  eventually  raised 
money  from  more  than  1 60,000 
donors,  including  young  children, 
businessmen,  street  cleaners  and 
politicians,  with  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  the  donations  amounting 
to  less  than  a  dollar. 

It  was  a  triumphant  rescue  effort: 


in  just  five  months  The  World  raised 
$101,091  -  enough  to  cover  the  last 
$100,000  to  complete  the  pedestal 
and  have  money  leftover  for  a  gift 
for  the  sculptor. 

The  poem  by  Emma  Lazarus  “The 
New  Colossus”  was  the  only  entry 
read  at  the  Art  Loan  Fund  Exhibi¬ 
tion  in  Aid  of  the  Bartholdi  Pedes¬ 
tal  Fund  for  the  Statue  of  Liberty 
opening,  but  was  soon  forgotten  and 
played  no  role  at  the  opening  of  the 
statue  in  1886. 

After  Lazarus’  death  in  1887,  the 
poem  likely  would  have  faded  into 
obscurity  if  not  for  the  diligence  of 
a  friend  of  hers. 

In  1901,  Lazarus’s  friend  Geor¬ 
gina  Schuyler  began  a  campaign  to 
memorialize  Lazarus  and  her  poem. 

Schuyler’s  effort  quickly  succeed¬ 
ed,  and  in  1903  a  plaque  bearing  the 
text  of  the  poem  was  mounted  on 
the  wall  of  the  pedestal  of  the  Statue 
of  Liberty. rnj 
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AN 

INDELIBLE 

LEGACY 

JOSEPH  PULITZER  S  LAST 
NAME  SYNONYMOUS 
WITH  A  FREE  PRESS 

The  201 7  Jewish- American  Hall  of  Fame 
medal  honors  Joseph  Pulitzer  and  the 
100th  Anniversary  of  the  Pulitzer  Prizes 

By  MELWACKS 


Joseph  Pulitzer  2-inch  medal,  designed  by  Eugene  Daub.  Portrait  adapted  from  1905  painting  by 
John  Singer  Sargent;  reverse  design  adapted  from  1 901  political  cartoon  by  William  Rogers.  Top: 
The  1901  political  cartoon  as  it  appeared  in  Harper’s  Weekly. 


Joseph  Pulitzer  ( 1 847-1 911), 
the  19th-century  newspaper 
publisher  whose  last  name  is 
synonymous  with  one  of  America’s 
great  contributions  to  democracy 
-  a  free  press  -  has  been  named  the 
2017  inductee  of  the  Jewish-Amer- 
ican  Hall  of  Fame. 


His  name  is  added  to  past  honor- 
ees  including  Albert  Einstein,  Ruth 
Bader  Ginsburg,  Benny  Goodman, 
Hank  Greenberg,  and  Ellie  Wiesel. 

His  plaque  will  be  added  to  the 
Jewish-American  Hall  of  Fame 
exhibit  at  the  Virginia  Holocaust 

Continued 
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Portrait  of  Joseph  Pulitzer 
painted  by  John  Singer  Sargent 
in  1905. 


Continued 

Museum  in  Richmond,  Va. 

Joseph  Pulitzer  arrived  in  Boston 
from  Hungary  in  1864  at  the  age  of 
17,  his  passage  having  been  paid 
by  Massachusetts  military  recruit¬ 
ers  who  were  seeking  soldiers  for 
the  American  Civil  War.  Pulitzer 
was  a  part  of  Sheridan’s  troop¬ 
ers,  in  the  First  New  York  Lincoln 
Cavalry  in  Company  L.,  where  he 
served  for  eight  months.  On  March 
6,  1867,  Pulitzer  became  an  Ameri¬ 
can  citizen. 

The  official  biography  of  Joseph 
Pulitzer,  on  the  website  of  the  Pu¬ 
litzer  Prizes,  indicates  he  “was  the 
son  of  a  wealthy  grain  merchant 
of  Magyar-Jewish  origin  and  a 
German  mother  who  was  a  devout 
Roman  Catholic.” 


And  this  misinfonnation  is 
repeated  in  the  1979  and  2007  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Encyclopedia  Judaica. 

However,  Andras  Csillag’s 
paintedbresearch,  published  in  the 
journal  Hungarian  Studies  back 
in  1987,  citing  definitive  secular 
and  Jewish  records  from  Hungary, 
leaves  no  doubt  that  both  of  Pulit¬ 
zer’s  parents  were  Jewish  in  every 
sense. 

ach  parent  was  registered  by 
the  official  Jewish  registry 
under  the  heading  of  Religion  as 
“Israelitic”  and  under  Nationality 
as  “Jewish.” 

In  addition,  records  reveal  that 
in  accordance  with  Jewish  law, 
Joseph  Pulitzer  was  circumcised 
eight  days  after  his  birth,  and  that 

Continued 


27 


Photo  courtesy  Andrew  Per  ala 

The  1989  Pulitzer  Prize  Gold  Medal  for  Public  Service  was  awarded  to  the  Anchorage  (Ak.) 
Daily  News  for  its  yearlong  examination  of  the  tragic  links  between  alcoholism  and  suicide  in 
ntral  Alaska.  Only  one  medal  is  awarded;  bronze  duplicates  were  presented  to  the  editors  and 
reporters  in  the  project.  Andrew  Perala,  The  Shekel  editor,  earned  the  medal  shown  above. 
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he  received  a  traditional  Jewish  up¬ 
bringing.  His  older  brother  Louis 
(or  Lajos)  attended  Mako’s  cheder 
(Jewish  primary  school)  and  there 
is  no  reason  to  think  that  Joseph’s 
education  differed. 

Much  later,  for  a  while,  Pulitzer 
owned  the  New  York  Jewish  World. 
And  when  Rabbi  Samuel  Sale  of 
Congregation  Shaare  Emeth  was 
invited  to  speak  at  Pulitzer’s  60th 
birthday  party  in  St.  Louis,  he  de¬ 
scribed  Pulitzer  in  vividly  Jewish 
terms,  comparing  him  to  biblical 
and  Talmudic  figures. 

Pulitzer  was  no  stranger  to  anti- 
Semitism.  In  his  early  career  as  a 
reporter,  he  was  nicknamed  “Joey 
the  Jew.”  And  when  he  was  the 
successful  publisher  of  the  New 
York  World,  Charles  Dana,  the 
editor  of  the  rival  New  York  Sun, 
attacked  Pulitzer  in  print,  using 
derogatory  terms  like  “Judas  Pulit¬ 


zer. 

The  Pulitzer  Prizes  were  es¬ 
tablished  in  1917  by  money  be¬ 
queathed  by  Joseph  Pulitzer  to 
Columbia  University  to  recognize 
artistic  and  journalistic  achieve¬ 
ments  in  the  United  States.  The 
prizes  are  given  annually  to  award 
achievements  in  American  journal¬ 
ism  and  photography,  as  well  as  in 
literature  and  history,  poetry,  music 
and  drama.  The  Columbia  School 
of  Journalism  opened  in  1912, 
thanks  to  Pulitzer’s  philanthropic 
bequest. 

he  editor  of  this  magazine. 
The  Shekel,  is  a  co-winner  of 
the  1989  Pulitzer  Prize  for  Public 
Service.  Andrew  Perala  was  one  of 
22  reporters  on  a  yearlong  project 
for  the  Anchorage  Daily  News 
that  examined  the  links  between 
alcohol  and  suicide  in  rural  Alaska, 
and  the  corrupt  business  practices 
that  enabled  alcoholics  to  pur- 


28 


f 


JOSEPH  PULITZER 


UNITED  STATES  POSTAGE 


A  1947  U.S.  postage  stamp  issued  to  honor  Joseph  Pulitzer. 


“OUR  REPUBLIC  AND  ITS  PRESS 
WILL  RISE  OR  LALL  TOGETHER.” 

-  JOSEPH  PilLITYER 


Continued 

chase  exorbitantly  priced  alchohol. 
The  investigation  won  numerous 
other  state  and  national  journal¬ 
ism  awards;  laws  were  changed, 
bootleggers  were  stopped  and 
Alaska’s  isolated  communities  - 
most  of  which  have  no  road  access 
-  learned  of  successful  initiatives  in 
other  community  that  had  enabled 
many  to  back  away  from  self- 
destruction. 

“That  is  the  power  of  investiga¬ 
tive  journalism  that  serves  the 
public  interest,”  Perala  said.  “Peo¬ 
ple  can  find  help;  predators  can  be 
stopped.  Bad  governance  can  be 
changed.” 

Limited  edition  medals,  featuring 
a  quote  that  is  still  timely  today: 


“Our  Republic  and  its  press  will 
rise  or  fall  together,”  have  been  is¬ 
sued  in  Joseph  Pulitzer’s  honor. 

The  2-inch  diameter  Pulitzer 
medals  are  limited  to  no  more  than 
150  bronze,  75  pure  silver,  and 
35  gold-plated  pure  silver,  offered 
for  contributions  of  $50,  $200  and 
$250  respectively  to  the  non-profit 
Jewish-American  Hall  of  Fame. 

Each  medal  is  serial  numbered 
on  the  edge,  and  comes  with  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  authenticity. 

To  order,  call  818-225-1348. 
Mention  that  you  read  about  it  in 
The  Shekel  and  you  can  take  a  20 
percent  discount. 

To  learn  more  about  the  Jewish- 
American  Hall  of  Fame  visit  www. 
amuseum.org/jahf.  nu 
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THE  NEW  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
HAS  A  HIGHLY  VISIBLE  LIABILITY 


AS  one  of  the  top  department  heads 
in  the  Exeeutive  branch  of  the 
federal  government,  Steve  Mnuchin  is 
relatively  unknown.  But  he  is  no  light¬ 
weight. 

For  collectors,  there  is  a  small  but  grow¬ 
ing  range  of  numismatic  items  related  to 
his  career  “hits”,  his  family  name,  and 
his  responsibilities  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  We’ll  see 
these  items  in  this  story.  But  first,  some 
background. 

Mnuchin  brings  to  the  Treasury  Secre¬ 
tary  position  a  resume  thick  with  experi¬ 
ence  in  several  major  financial  fields 
known  for  their  inherent  risk:  hedge-fund 
founder,  investment  banker  and  financier/ 


executive  producer  for  dozens  of  major 
Hollywood  movies,  with  more  than  a  few 
earning  top  box-office  status  in  Holly¬ 
wood  history. 

But  as  with  his  predecessor  at  Treasury, 
Jack  Lew,  Mnuchin  entered  government 
service  with  a  high  profile  disability  for 
the  Secretary’s  scat:  an  illegible  signature. 

The  Secretary’s  signature  is  important 
for  public  perception  because  the  signa¬ 
ture  appears  on  every  bank  note  issued 
during  the  Secretary’s  term  as  the  top 
executive  in  Treasury. 

In  this,  the  first  year  of  Mnuchin’s  tenn 
as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Bureau 
of  Engraving  and  Printing  has  budgeted 

Continued 
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Srartaiy  of  the  Treasury. 


/ 


Photos  courtesy  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 

( vi’vi’M’.  money  factor}’,  gov) 

Former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Jack  Lew,  Steve  Mtmchin ’s  immediate  predecessor, 
had  an  illegible  signature,  top  left.  In  his  final  years  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury’,  Lew 
changed  his  signature  for  U.S.  paper  currency  to  a  more  legible  form,  top  right. 

Continued 


the  printing  of  7.1  billion  U.S.  bank  notes 
in  all  denominations.  That’s  billion  with  a 
“B”  -  making  Steve  Mnuehin’s  signature 
among  the  most  reeognized  on  the  planet. 

Not  a  bad  aehievement  for  the  grandson 
of  an  immigrant. 

Steve  Mnuehin’s  U.S.  family  history 
begins  in  1917  when  his  paternal  great 
grandfather  Aaron  Mnuehin  arrived  at 
Ellis  Island  from  Belgium  with  his  fam¬ 
ily,  ineluding  seven-year-old  son  Leon, 
who  would  grow  up  to  become  Steve 
Mnuehin ’s  grandfather. 

The  year  prior,  in  1916,  the  elder 
Mnuehin  left  Russia,  the  land  of  his  birth, 
to  pursue  a  career  as  a  dealer  in  diamonds 
in  a  European  country  central  to  that 
industry. 

Aaron  Mnuchin’s  short  stay  in  Belgium 
ended  when  he  sent  for  his  family,  who 
had  remained  behind  in  Russia,  and  to¬ 
gether  they  departed  Cadiz,  Spain,  for  the 
U.S.,  arriving  on  Sept.  12, 1917. 

Steve  Mnuchin’s  father  Robert 
Mnuehin,  Leon’s  son,  became  the  top 
executive  for  equity  trades  at  Goldman;  he 
opened  the  Mnuehin  Gallery  in  New  York 
City.  These  careers  appear  to  have  had  a 
strong  influence  on  young  Steve  Mnuehin. 

After  earning  his  undergraduate  degree 


in  1985  from  Yale  University,  Mnuehin 
rocketed  to  the  top  in  several  major  finan¬ 
cial  fields. 

During  college  he  had  begun  work¬ 
ing  at  Goldman  Sachs  as  a  trainee.  After 
graduation,  he  began  work  full-time  there, 
and  stayed  for  1 7  years,  rising  to  chief 
information  officer. 

He  left  Goldman  Sachs  to  found  several 
hedge  funds,  then  bought  a  failing  bank  in 
2007,  renamed  it  OneWest  Bank  which  he 
sold  in  2015. 

In  2004,  Mnuehin  began  a  side  career 
as  an  executive  producer  for  major  Hol¬ 
lywood  films,  forming  several  production 
companies  as  a  film  financier. 

His  return  on  his  film  investments  have 
contributed  to  his  personal  net  worth, 
which  has  been  estimated  to  be  more  than 
$300  million. 

Mnuehin  was  asked  to  be  the  national 
finance  chairman  for  Donald  Trump’s 
presidential  campaign  in  2016. 

Named  as  Secretary  of  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  on  Feb.  13, 2017, 
Mnuehin  initially  adopted  a  low  profile. 
The  Treasury  department’s  June  2017 
proposal  paper  on  possible  tax  reform 
gave  an  indication  of  Mnuchin’s  strong 
direction  of  a  government  department  that 
actively  touches  the  lives  of  every  Ameri- 
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Another  notable  member  of  the  broader  Mmichin  clan  is  violinist  Yehudi  Menuhin,  whose 
decided  to  anglicize  the  Slavic  “ch  ”  with  “h  "  instead  of  “ch.  ”  The  Tuscan  proverb 
on  the  medal ’s  reverse  CHI  NON  ARDE  NON  INCENDE  translates  approximately  into 
“who  burns  not,  does  not  set  others  on  fire 
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can.  News  reports  in  early  July  noted 
Mnuehin’s  intent  to  guide  tax  reform  to 
give  tax  cuts  to  middle-class  Americans. 

Mnuchin’s  wedding  to  third  wife  Louise 
Linton  -  offieiated  by  Mike  Pence,  and  at¬ 
tended  by  President  Donald  Trump  -  was 
a  high  profile  affair  indieative  of  the  high 
esteem  Mnuehin  has  with  the  nation’s  top 
leaders. 

As  noted  in  a  recent  artiele  in  Haaretz 
(www.haaretz.com)  President  Donald 
Trump’s  “naming  former  Wall  Street 
banker  and  Hollywood  financier  Steven 
Mnuehin  as  his  choice  for  Treasury  Seere- 
tary  has  piqued  interest  in  his  ancestry  and 
the  origin  of  his  unusual  name.” 

Haaretz  reporter  Elon  Gilad  wrote  about 
the  family’s  name  is  a  variant  of  several 
spellings.  “Mnuehin  is  not  an  uncommon 
Jewish-Russian  name,  though  in  Russia 
the  ‘ch’  is  not  pronounced  like  the  ‘eh’  in 
eheese,  but  like  the  ‘ch’  in  Loch  Ness.” 

The  Haaretz  artiele  delves  into  the 
branching  of  the  last  name  into  its  vari¬ 
ants,  and  presents  famous  people  with 
the  name.  “(A)  notable  member  of  the 
broader  Mnuehin  clan  is  violinist  Ye¬ 


hudi  Menuhin,  whose  family  deeided  to 
anglicize  the  Slavie  “ch”  with  “h”  instead 
of“ch.” 

Reporter  Gilad  notes  that  experts  at 
the  The  Nahum  Goldman  Museum  of 
the  Jewish  Diaspora  in  Tel  Aviv  -  Beth 
Hatefutsoth  -  “(suggest)  that  the  name 
Mnuehin  is  likely  a  patronymie,  deriving 
from  the  name  of  a  distant  male  aneestor. 

“David  Curwin  of  the  Hebrew  etymol¬ 
ogy  blog  Balashon  points  out  that  the 
name  could  alternatively  be  matronymie, 
originating  in  a  female  aneestor  named 
Menucha,  with  the  suffix  “-in”  denoting 
possession. 

“The  patronymic  theory  seems  more 
likely,  as  Menaehem  is  more  common 
than  Menucha,  and  patronymic  names 
are  more  eommon  than  matronymie  ones 
...  whether  the  celebrated  ancestor  was 
Menuchin  or  Menueha,  both  names  are 
versions  of  the  common  Hebrew  name 
Menaehem.” 

The  Haaretz  article’s  research  points  out 
that  Menaehem  “derives  from  the  Hebrew 
verb  meaning  ‘to  comfort.’ 

Notable  Mcnachems  in  Jewish  history 

Continued 
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Another  possible  relative  of  Steven  Mnuchin  is  Prime  Minister  Menachem  Begin,  shown 
here  featured  on  a  1978  Israeli  10  New  Sheqalim  coin  sculpted  by  Tidhar  Dagan  based 
on  a  design  by  Meir  Eshel. 
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include  Menahem  King  of  Israel  747-737 
B.C.E.,  Menahem  son  of  Yehuda,  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  1  st  century  Great  Jewish 
Revolt,  the  Hebrew  grammarian  and  poet 
Menahem  ben  Saruq  (920-970  C.E.),  and 
former  Prime  Minister  Menachem  Begin 
(1913-1992).” 

Menachem  Begin  (1913-1992)  is  one 
of  the  more  well-known  Prime  Ministers 
of  Israel,  who  was  the  co-recipient  of  the 
1978  Nobel  Prize  for  Peaee  Egyptian 
President  Anwar  el-Sadat.  Artists  like 
Menuhin,  famous  nameholders  of  yore,  as 
well  as  politicians  like  Begin  open  a  huge 
range  of  directions  that  collectors  can 
follow  in  building  a  specific  collection  all 
centered  on  a  name. 

With  Steve  Mnuchin  as  a  starting  point, 
movies  are  an  especially  ripe  field  for 
collectors,  starting  with  exonumia  related 
to  flights  of  fancy,  as  with  “The  Wizard  of 
Oz”  munchkin  eonnection,  and  going  all 
the  way  to  the  top  of  current  movies  with 
Steve  Mnuchin’s  direct  involvement  with 
the  biggest  movie  of  all  time,  “Avatar”  for 
which  he  was  an  executive  produeer. 

The  Munchkin  connection,  as  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Haaretz  article,  is  really  no 
connection  at  all  but  it  could  be  the  start¬ 
ing  point  for  a  youngster  to  begin  collect¬ 
ing  numismatic  items.  fCJ 


As  the  Haaretz  feature  article  on  Steve 
Mnuchin  notes,  the  family  name  has  "noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  the  word  "munchkin,  ” 
invented  by  the  author  L.  Frank  Baum  in  his 
book  "The  Wonderful  Wizard  of  Oz"  (1900). 


U.S.  50  dollar  note  image  courtesy  uscurrency.gov 
A  Specimen  5  0-do  liar  U.S.  bank  note  with  Treasury  Secretary  Steve  Mnuchin  s  new  sig¬ 
nature  in  the  approximate  location  when  new  U.S.  paper  currency  when  new  bank  notes 
are  printed.  Anti-counterfeiting  laws,  and  Adobe  software  code  in  agreements  with  the 
federal  government,  prohibit  and  actively  prevent  a  more  sophisticated  depiction  of  bank 
notes.  At  lower  right,  Mnuchin ’s  former  signature. 


FUTUKE  U.S.  BANK  NOTES  TO  CAKRY 
MNUCHIN’S  NEW  SIGNATUKE 


Treasury  Secretary  Steve  Mnuchin ’s 
signature  has  yet  to  appear  on  U.S.  bank 
notes,  so  we’ve  cobbled  his  new  signa¬ 
ture  onto  an  allowable  $50  note  image 
into  the  approximate  position  where  his 
new  signature  will  appear. 

For  obvious  reasons,  Federal  anti¬ 
counterfeiting  mles  are  extremely  strict 
on  the  reproduction  of  U.S.  currency. 

Less  obvious  are  the  restrictions  placed 
on  publications  to  reproduce  images  of 
U.S.  currency. 

There  are  three  primary  rules: 

1)  Images  must  be  sized  to  75  percent 
or  less;  or  150  percent  or  greater  than  the 
actual  note; 

2)  Images  can  only  be  one-sided; 

3)  All  negatives,  plates,  positives, 
digitized  storage  medium,  graphic 
files,  magnetic  medium,  optical  storage 
devices  and  any  other  thing  used  in  the 
making  of  the  illustration  that  contain 
an  image  of  the  illustration  or  any  part 
thereof  arc  destroyed  and/or  deleted  or 
erased  after  their  final  use.  (18  U.S.C.  § 
504(1),  31  CFR§  411.1.). 

All  images  of  U.S.  bank  notes  in  this 
issue  of  “The  Shekel”  follow  these  mles. 


In  addition,  the  images  in  this  issue  are 
low  resolution;  some  have  been  digitally 
altered  (as  with  the  clumsy  overlay  of 
Steve  Mnuchin’s  new  signature  onto  the 
U.S.  50  dollar  note  shown  above)  while 
following  the  mles.  Art  elements  like  the 
“waterfall  of  U.S.  bank  notes  image  used 
elsewhere  in  this  issue  have  had  perspec¬ 
tive  changes  and/or  include  only  partial 
elements  of  bank  notes. 

The  reasons  are  two-fold:  the  editor  of 
“The  Shekel”  will  never  knowingly  flout 
the  law,  and  the  Adobe  software  pro¬ 
grams  used  to  edit,  design  and  layout  the 
magazine’s  stories  have  additional  code 
blocks  that  will  not  allow  straightfoward 
duplication  of  U.S.  paper  currency. 

The  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Print¬ 
ing  has  long  used  micro-printing  on 
large-denomination  bank  notes  (with  a 
magnifying  loupe  look  closely  at  Ben 
Franklin’s  shirt  collar  on  $100  bills). 

The  Bureau  also  has  explored  extreme 
micro-printing,  with  text  concealed 
within  single  engraved  lines.  These 
concealed  lines  of  text  would  further 
fmstratc  would-be  counterfeiters. roj 
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THE  COINS 

OF 

PTOLEMAIC  JUDAEA 


Painting  of  Alexander  receiving  the  High  Priest  at  Jerusalem  with  a  chest  of  gold  coins 
placed  before  him.  A  Byzantine  illustration  in  a  14th  century  manuscript.  A  Public  Do¬ 
main  image  from  Wikimedia  Commons. 

BY  MARVIN  TAMEANKO 


Numismatists  describe  ancient 
Jewish  coinage  as  “the  coins 
minted  in  Judaea  and  used  by  the  in¬ 
habitants,  from  the  5th  century  BCE 
to  the  7th  century  CE.”  This  defini¬ 
tion  was  applied  even  if  Judaea  was 
under  the  control  of  foreign  rulers 
and  the  coins  did  not  display  Jewish 
inscriptions  or  designs. 

Some  authors  refer  to  these  coins 
as  “Biblical  Coins”  because  they 


record  the  events  described  in  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments. 

Most  scholars,  following  archaeo¬ 
logical  procedures,  categorized  these 
coins  by  their  historical  periods, 
beginning  with  the  Persian  era  in 
Judaea,  450-336  BCE,  when  tme 
coins  were  first  introduced  into  the 
country.  The  second  classification 
consisted  of  the  coins  of  the  Mace¬ 
donian  period,  when  Alexander  the 
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Great  conquered  Judaea,  336-323 
BCE.  This  was  followed  by  coins 
of  the  Ptolemaic  era,  301-198  BCE, 
then  by  the  coins  of  the  Seleucid 
epochs,  198-135  BCE,  the  Hasmo- 
nean  (Maccabean)  kingdom,  135-40 
BCE,  the  Herodian  kings,  40  BCE-6 
CE,  the  Roman  Governors,  6-66  CE, 
the  First  Jewish  War,  66-70  CE,  the 
Roman  Imperial  times,  70-132  CE, 
and  the  Bar  Kokhba  Revolt,  132- 
135  CE. 

After  the  last  period,  the  name 
Judaea  was  changed  by  the  Romans 
to  Palestine,  after  the  Philistines,  the 
old  enemy  of  the  Jews.  The  final 
category  consisted  of  coins  struck 
in  the  Late  Roman  and  Byzantine 
eras  until  638  CE  when  the  Muslims 
conquered  Palestine  and  ushered  in 
the  Medieval  period. 

Most  authors  skip  lightly  over  the 
coinage  of  the  Ptolemaic  era  in  Ju¬ 
daea,  301-198  BCE,  and  concentrate 
on  the  coins  of  the  Hasmonean,  First 
Jewish  War  and  Bar  Kokhba  Revolt 
periods  because  they  display  Jewish 
themes  and  history  that  influenced 
the  modern-day  State  of  Israel. 

But  the  lengthy  Ptolemaic  period 
in  Judaea  was  a  turning  point  in 
ancient  Jewish  history,  a  time  when 
the  diaspora  communities  in  Egypt 
and  Persia  became  influential  and 
Hellenism  began  to  alter  the  cultural 
and  political  life  of  the  nation.  These 
events  played  a  large  part  in  the 
development  of  both  the  Jewish  and 
Christian  religions,  and  the  Ptol¬ 
emaic  Judaean  coins  are  important, 
surviving  documents  of  this  history. 


The  separation  of  the  Macedonian 
and  Ptolemaic  categories  of  coins  is 
merely  an  academic  convenience. 
The  actual  history  of  the  Ptolemaic 
coins  in  the  Holy  land  begins  with 
Alexander  the  Great  in  336-323 
BCE.  Judaea  was  only  a  tiny  speck 
on  the  map  of  the  vast  empire  con¬ 
quered  by  Alexander  but  it  was  the 
land  bridge  and  highway  between 
Egypt  and  Syria  and  politically  more 
important  than  its  size  indicated.  Ju¬ 
daea  also  was  a  strategic  land  mass 
because  its  long  coastline  provided 
for  easy  access  to  the  Mediterranean 
Sea. 

In  332  BCE,  after  invading  the 
Persian  empire,  Alexander  decided 
to  attack  Egypt  but,  to  get  there,  he 
had  to  take  Judaea  first.  This  inva¬ 
sion  is  embellished  by  legends  re¬ 
ported  by  the  Roman/Jewish  histori¬ 
an  Flavius  Josephus  in  his  work  the 
Antiquities  of  the  Jews,  XI  328-339, 
and  in  the  Talmud,  Yoma  69a.  The 
two  narratives  vary  slightly,  but  both 
say  that  when  Alexander’s  anny  ap¬ 
proached  Jerusalem  the  High  Priest 
and  the  city’s  notables,  dressed  in 
purple  and  gold  robes,  came  out  to 
meet  him. 

Amazingly,  Alexander  bowed  to 
the  delegation  and  explained  that  in 
one  of  his  dreams,  the  High  Priest 
had  predicted  he  would  conquer  all 
of  Persia.  Then  Alexander  made 
peace  with  Judaea,  offered  sacrifices 
at  the  Temple,  and  reconfinned  the 
limited  self-government,  freedom 
of  religion  and  the  other  special 
privileges  granted  to  the  Jews  by  the 
Persians.  Reading  between  the  lines. 
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Persian  gold  daric  struck  circa  450-330  BCE;  king  as  a  kneeling  archer.  These  are  the 
only  coins  mentioned  in  the  Old  Testament,  and  could  well  have  been  used  to  pay  off 
Alexander  the  Great.  Photo  courtesy  Classical  Numismatic  Group,  CNG,  www.cngcoins. 
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it  is  obvious  that  the  High  Priest 
bribed  Alexander  with  a  substantial 
treasure  of  gold  coins  and  thereby 
saved  Jerusalem  from  destruction 
and  occupation.  As  well,  Alexan¬ 
der  had  established  a  mint  at  Akko, 
modern-day  Acre,  a  Phoenician  city 
later  annexed  by  Judaea,  where  he 
probably  converted  his  treasure  into 
the  famous  gold  and  silver  coins 
that  then  circulated  throughout  the 
region. 

If  this  story  is  credible,  the  payoff 
consisted  of  the  gold  coins  issued 
by  Persia  called  darics,  the  only 
gold  currency  available  in  Judaea 
but  rarely  found  in  excavations 
there.  The  daric  was  named  after  the 
king,  Darius  I,  521-485  BCE,  who 
introduced  this  coin  into  the  Per¬ 
sian  empire.  These  coins  are  called 
darkanot  in  the  Talmud  (Shekalim 
6a)  and  were  well  known  to  the 
Jewish  population.  In  fact,  the  daric 
was  an  early  type  of  coin,  struck  on 
one  side  with  a  design  and  the  other 


with  a  punch  that  forced  the  metal 
into  the  die.  Persian  coins  usually 
showed  the  king  armed  and  posing 
as  a  warrior. 

After  Alexander  died  in  323  BCE, 
his  generals  divided  up  the  empire 
and  fought  each  other  to  expand 
their  territories.  Called  the  Diado- 
chi  (Successors),  these  powerful 
men  seized  as  much  as  they  could 
with  Ptolemy  taking  over  Egypt 
and  Seleukos  grabbing  Syria  and 
most  of  Persia.  The  two  then  fought 
over  Judaea,  the  strategic  land  that 
separated  their  kingdoms,  and  for 
the  next  20  years  control  of  the  Holy 
Land  alternated  between  Ptolemy 
and  Seleukos. 

During  these  wars,  Ptolemy  cap¬ 
tured  Jerusalem  in  3 1 8  BCE  by  sim¬ 
ply  attacking  the  city  on  the  Sabbath 
when  the  Jews  would  not  take  up 
arms,  even  to  save  their  lives.  In  305 
BCE,  Ptolemy  appointed  himself 
King  (pharaoh)  of  Egypt  and  four 
years  later  took  full  control  of  the 
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A  silver  tetradrachm  of  Ptolemy  1,  300-285  BCE,  struck  in  Akko-Ptolemais,  showing  his 
gross  portrait  and  the  imperial  eagle.  Ptolemaic  Coinage  by  J.  N.  Svoronos,  cited  as 
Svoronos,  761.  Coin  photo  courtesy  CNG. 
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disputed  land. 

Ptolemy,  the  Bipolar 

Unfortunately,  Ptolemy  was  a 
cruel  conqueror  and  he  despoiled  Ju¬ 
daea,  killing  thousands  of  Jews,  and 
enslaving  hundreds  of  thousands  to 
send  back  to  Egypt.  However,  Ptol¬ 
emy  also  was  an  astute  administrator 
and  he  reinstated  privileges  granted 
by  Alexander  the  Great,  granting  the 
Judaeans  some  autonomy  and  the 
right  to  freely  practice  their  religion. 

King  Ptolemy  I,  sumamed  Soter 
(Savior),  took  over  Akko  and  its 
mint;  renamed  the  city  after  himself 
as  Ptolemais,  and  struck  coins  there 
for  the  entire  region.  His  coinage 
was  based  on  the  old  Phoenician 
standard  in  which  the  main  silver 
coin,  the  tetradrachm,  weighed 
14.20  grams.  The  tetradrachms  of 
Alexander  the  Great  and  the  Greek 
city-states  were  based  on  the  Attic 
standard  and  weighed  1 7.26  grams. 
This  weight  discrepancy  in  the  same 
denomination  guaranteed  that  Ptol¬ 
emaic  coins  dominated  the  economy 
in  the  region. 


The  typical  tetradrachm  of  Ptol¬ 
emy  I  showed  his  head  on  the 
obverse  and  an  eagle,  symbol  of 
Zeus,  standing  on  a  thunderbolt  on 
the  reverse.  Remarkably,  Ptolemy’s 
portraits  on  these  coins,  realistically 
showed  his  ugly,  enlarged  fore¬ 
head,  nose  and  chin.  Apparently, 
the  king  suffered  from  acromegaly, 
caused  by  a  tumor  on  his  pituitary 
gland,  which  distorted  his  face  and 
extremities.  The  Greek  legend  on 
the  reverse  stated  simply,  PTOL- 
EMAIOS  BASILEOS,  ‘of  King 
Ptolemy.’  The  mint  mark  for  the 
Akko-Ptolemais  mint  was  the  tied 
together  (ligatured)  Greek  letters  Pi 
and  Tau,  fonuing  the  monogram  PT. 
Some  of  the  later  Ptolemaic  coins 
added  and  O  to  the  ligature  to  make 
the  mint  mark  into  the  abbreviation, 
PTO. 

Surprisingly,  the  special  privileges 
awarded  to  the  Judaeans  included 
the  minting  of  their  own  local  cur¬ 
rency.  This  custom  began  before 
333  BCE  when  the  Persians  allowed 
the  Jews  to  strike  small  silver  coins, 
fractions  of  the  Greek  obol  denomi- 
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A  silver  quarter-ma  ’ah-obol  coin  struck  by  Jewish  authorities  in  Judaea  in  261  BCE,  for 
Ptolemy  II,  showing  the  head  of  Ptolemy  I  and  the  eagle.  Guide  to  Biblical  Coins  by  David 
Hendin,  cited  as  Hendin,  1088.  Coin  photo  courtesy  CNG. 
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nation,  to  use  as  small  change  in 
the  marketplaces.  These  coins  were 
called  ‘ma’ah’  in  the  Talmud,  the 
Aramaic  word  for  a  weight  equal  to 
one-twenty-fourth  of  a  shekel.  The 
early  ma’ah  coins  were  influenced 
by  the  coinage  of  the  Greek  city- 
states,  such  as  Athens,  and  copied 
their  designs  but  were  crudely  made 
pieces. 

For  identiflcation,  these  coins  car¬ 
ried  an  inscription  in  paleo-Hebrew 
letters  of  YHD,  the  Aramaic  for  YE- 
HUD,  Judah  -  the  name  of  the  Per¬ 
sian  province.  During  the  Ptolemaic 
period,  the  inscription  sometimes 
became  YHDH,  the  Hebrew  for 
YEHUDA.  These  legends  prompted 
scholars  to  label  them  as  the  ‘Yehud 
Coins’  in  their  catalogs. 

After  defeating  the  Persians, 
Alexander  the  Great  permitted  the 
Jews  to  continue  fabricating  these 
insignificant  coins  and  the  Ptolemaic 
rulers  extended  this  policy  until 
about  260  BCE,  during  the  reign 
of  Ptolemy  11,  in  order  to  provide 
continuity  in  the  currency  of  the 


country.  At  that  time,  the  authorities 
minted  some  of  the  Yehud  coins  as 
crude  imitations  of  the  Ptolemaic 
tetradrachms  but  struck  them  on 
small,  rough  blanks.  The  most  com¬ 
mon  designs  on  these  coins  showed 
the  head  of  Ptolemy  I  on  the  ob¬ 
verses  and  the  standing  eagle  on  the 
reverses. 

To  stimulate  the  economy,  Ptol¬ 
emy  I  had  introduced  bronze  coin¬ 
age  into  Judaea  and  these  eventually 
replace  the  Yehud  coins.  In  those 
days,  bronze  coins  were  commonly 
used  in  the  Macedonian  and  Greek 
countries  and  the  first  bronzes  for 
Judaea  were  struck  in  the  mint  at 
Akko-Ptolemais. 

Typical  of  Ptolemaic  coins,  the 
designs  on  these  coins  showed  the 
head  of  Zeus  on  the  obverse  and 
the  eagle  on  the  reverses.  Numis¬ 
matists  are  still  debating  how  these 
thick  and  heavy  coins  were  made 
and  used.  Even  the  denominations 
are  uncertain  and  assumed  to  be 
based  on  the  Greek  standards  of  the 
drachm  and  obol.  Also,  the  coins 
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A  bronze  coin  18  millimeters  in  diameter,  (3/8  ohol)  struck  for  Ptolemy  I,  in  Akko-Ptolemais 
287/86  BCE,  showing  the  head  of  Zeus  and  the  eagle.  Svoronos  441.  Photo  courtesy  CNG. 
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were  made  in  a  variety  of  sizes, 
from  1 3  to  a  spectacular  48  milli¬ 
meters  (mm)  in  diameter.  Scholars 
speculate  that  the  largest  sizes  of 
these  bronzes  were  drachms,  equal 
to  6  obols,  that  the  35  mm  coins 
were  3  obols,  the  25  mm  sizes  were 
1  obol  and  the  smallest  pieces  of  13 
mm  were  fractional  denominations, 
perhaps  1/8  obols. 

A  large  variety  of  symbols  and 
mint  marks  were  applied  to  these 
bronze  coins  and  many  of  them  have 
been  identified  as  mint  or  control 
marks.  But  the  bronzes  struck  for 
Ptolemy  1  for  Judaea,  rarely  show 
any  marks  or  symbols  in  the  fields 
and,  as  usual,  the  legend  engraved 
on  these  coins  was  the  standard 
inscription,  ‘of  King  Ptolemy.’ 

In  285  BCE,  Ptolemy  I  died  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  son  Ptol¬ 
emy  11.  This  king  was  sumamed 
‘Philadelphos’  (Loving  his  sibling), 
because  he  had  married  his  sister 
Arsinoe  II,  after  his  first  wife  died. 
Marriage  between  siblings  was  the 
ancient  custom  of  the  Egyptian 
pharaohs  and  was  adopted  by  the 


Ptolemies  when  they  became  the 
royalty  of  Egypt.  Later  in  Ptolemy 
IPs  reign,  bitter  conflict  with  the 
Seleukid  resumed  and  in  the  First 
Syrian  War,  276-272  BCE,  Ptolemy 
defeated  the  Syrian  king,  Antiochus 
I,  and  seized  some  of  his  territory. 

This  enlarged  domain  magnified 
the  economy  of  Egypt  and  the  large, 
influential  diaspora  community  of 
Jews,  who  made  up  one-quarter  of 
the  population  of  Egypt’s  capital 
city,  Alexandria,  assisted  the  Judae¬ 
ans  in  taking  advantage  of  this  new 
prosperity. 

Although  the  mints  in  Alexandria, 
Tyre,  Sidon  and  Akko-Ptolemais 
provided  much  coinage,  more  was 
required  for  the  growing  popula¬ 
tion.  New  mints  were  established  in 
Dora,  mint  mark  DO,  Joppa  (Jaffa), 
lOP,  Ashkelon,  AS,  and  in  Gaza, 

GA. 

Because  of  growing  commerce, 
these  new  mints  began  minting  the 
gold  coin  denominations  used  for 
major  transactions.  On  one  of  these 
coins,  an  immense  gold  ‘octa- 
drachm’  (8  drachms)  piece,  Ptolemy 
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A  gold  octadrachm  struck  by  Ptolemy  II  for  his  sister-wife,  Arsinoe  II  in  248/47  BCE  and 
made  in  the  mint  in  Joppa,  lOP  Svoronos  794.  Photo  courtesy  Numismatica  Ars  Classica, 


NAC. 
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II  honored  his  wife/sister  Arsinoe  II 
by  showing  her  beautiful  portrait  on 
the  obverse  and  a  double  cornuco¬ 
pia  to  indicate  great  prosperity,  on 
the  reverse.  The  Greek  legend  on 
the  reverse  was  ARSINOE  PHILA- 
DELPHOS,  ‘Lover  of  her  sibling.’ 
The  octadrachm  illustrated  here  was 
struck  in  the  year  33  of  Ptolemy  IPs 
reign,  given  by  the  letters  LG  in  the 
field,  corresponding  to  248/47  BCE. 
This  coin  was  struck  in  Joppa  in 
Judaea,  indicated  by  the  mint  mark 
monogram  of  three  Greek  letters 
lOP,  engraved  to  the  right  of  the 
cornucopia. 

Ptolemy  II  was  a  better  man  and 
kinder  ruler  than  his  father.  He 
befriended  his  Jewish  citizens  and 
made  some  of  them  part  of  his  circle 
of  advisors.  Jewish  historians  re¬ 
corded  that  he  personally  redeemed 
thousands  of  Judaean  slaves  brought 
to  Egypt  by  his  father  and  paid  for 
them  out  of  his  own  pocket.  He  also 
paid  great  respect  to  the  Temple  in 


Jerusalem  and  sent  gold  and  furnish¬ 
ings  as  gifts.  Also,  to  aid  the  econo¬ 
my  and  increase  prosperity,  Ptolemy 
II  struck  a  large  quantity  of  coins  in 
his  mints  in  Judaea. 

For  dynastic  purposes,  it  became 
the  tradition  that  all  Ptolemaic  coins 
showed  the  face  of  the  founder  of 
the  kingdom,  Ptolemy  I,  and  dis¬ 
played  his  legend,  PTOLEMAIS 
SOTER,  on  the  reverses.  Typical  of 
these  coins  were  Ptolemy  IPs  silver 
tetradrachms,  showing  the  portrait 
of  his  father,  but  his  face  was  slight¬ 
ly  refined  to  soften  the  gross  facial 
features  and  perhaps  to  represent 
Ptolemy  IPs  own  countenance.  The 
standard  imperial  eagle  and  Ptol¬ 
emy  Ps  inscription  appeared  on  the 
reverses. 

Ptolemy  II  continued  Alexander’s 
mission  of  Hellenizing  his  kingdom 
but,  except  for  the  upper  classes,  and 
the  urban  Jews,  most  of  the  common 
people  resisted  this  movement  and 
strengthened  their  traditional  cultur- 
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A  silver  tetradrachm  of  Ptolemy 
II  Philadelphos,  struck  in  the  mint 
in  Joppa  in  Judaea,  in  year  36  ^ 
250/49  BCE.  Svoronos  813.  Photo 
courtesy  CNG. 


A  bronze  38  mm  in  diam¬ 
eter  (3  obols)  of  Ptolemy 
II,  286-246  BCE,  struck  in 
the  mint  of  Akko-Ptolemais 
in  Judaea.  Svoronos  793. 
Photo  courtesy  CNG. 
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al  and  religious  beliefs  to  oppose  it. 
To  promote  the  Hellenistic  religion, 
the  Ptolemaic  kings  featured  the 
head  of  Zeus,  the  king  of  the  gods, 
on  their  bronze  coinage  in  order  to 
familiarize  the  common  people  with 
his  image. 

Observant  Jews,  who  abhorred 
images  on  coins,  must  have  handled 
this  currency  with  great  reluctance 
but  many  were  probably  impressed 
by  the  artistry  of  the  coin’s  portrait. 
The  typical  bronzes  of  Ptolemy  II 
were  engraved  with  a  fine,  sculp¬ 
tural  rendering  of  both  Zeus  and 
his  attribute,  the  eagle,  both  images 
greatly  admired  by  collectors  today. 

Ptolemy  II  was  a  wise  ruler  and 
did  not  force  Hellenism  and  the 
pagan  deities  on  his  Jewish  citizens 
but  rather  tried  to  seduce  them  into 
acceptance  by  demonstrating  the 
philosophy,  art,  poetry  and  wisdom 
of  the  culture. 


To  this  end,  Ptolemy  sponsored 
the  translation  of  the  Bible  into 
Greek,  supposedly  to  have  a  copy  in 
his  great  library  but  also  to  provide 
the  Jews  of  Alexandria,  who  had  lost 
the  use  of  Hebrew  and  Aramaic,  a 
Bible  they  could  read  and  compare 
to  Greek  literature. 

The  stoiy  behind  this  event,  per¬ 
haps  only  a  myth,  said  that  Ptolemy 
II  invited  70  or  72  scholars  from 
Jerusalem  to  come  to  Alexandria 
and  make  the  translation.  Ptolemy 
housed  the  scholars  in  separate 
rooms  in  the  Pharos  of  Alexandria, 
his  immense  lighthouse,  so  they 
could  write  their  own  versions  of  the 
Bible  without  consulting  each  other. 

Miraculously,  all  the  translations 
were  found  to  be  identical,  word  for 
word,  proving  the  text  was  divinely 
inspired.  This  Greek  Bible  was 
called  the  ‘Septuagint,’  the  Greek 
word  for  70,  and  it  brought  the 
history,  laws  and  concepts  of  Juda- 
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Ptolemy  II  in  the  library  of  Alexandria,  perhaps  receiving  the  Septnagint  from  the  Jewish 
scholars  An  1813  painting  by  Venizio  Camuccini.  Public  Domain  illustration  from  Wiki¬ 
media  Commons. 
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ism  to  later  readers  and  to  the  early 
Christian  authors.  The  widespread 
Jewish  diaspora,  in  which  Greek 
was  the  ‘lingua  franca,’  also  prof¬ 
ited  from  this  new  Bible  and  used 
it  to  strengthen  their  ties  with  their 
religion  and  history.  The  Septuagint 
was  also  one  of  the  sources  for  later 
translations  of  the  Bible  into  other 
languages  all  over  the  world. 

Ptolemy  III,  Euergetes  (Benefac¬ 
tor),  246-221  BCE,  succeeded  his 
father  and  carried  on  his  benevolent 
policies.  He  was  an  energetic  ruler 
who  raised  the  Ptolemaic  kingdom 
to  its  highest  level  and  made  it  an 
international  power.  Ptolemy  111 


inherited  the  prosperity  of  his  fore¬ 
fathers  and  developed  the  economy 
even  further  by  his  invasion  of  the 
Seleukid  empire  and  the  Aegean 
area  where  he  annexed  some  terri¬ 
tory.  His  gold  coinage  reflected  his 
wealth  and  an  octadrachm  he  struck 
in  Akko-Ptolemais  copied  the  same 
coin  issued  by  his  father  to  honor 
Arsinoe  II. 

The  double  cornucopia  on  the 
reverse  indicated  that  the  prosper¬ 
ity  of  the  nation,  created  under  his 
father,  had  been  maintained.  Some 
numismatists  claim  these  coins  were 
actually  struck  by  Ptolemy  11  and 
not  his  son  but  this  theory  has  not 
been  proven. 
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A  very  rare  gold  octadrachm  struck  by  Ptolemy  III  in  Akko-Ptolemais  (monogram  PT  at 
the  right  of  the  cornucopia),  to  honor  Arsinoe  II,  his  stepmother.  The  coin  was  struck  in 
245/44  BCE.  Svoronos  104.  Photo  courtesy  N AC. 
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Ptolemy  III  was  also  an  effec¬ 
tive  warrior-monarch  and  defeated 
the  Seleukids  in  the  Third  Syrian 
War,  246-241  BCE.  Like  his  father, 
Ptolemy  III  befriended  his  Jewish 
citizens.  The  historian  Josephus 
recorded  in  his  book.  Against  Apion, 

II,  48,  that  after  his  victory  over  the 
Syrians,  Ptolemy  II  offered  sacri¬ 
fices  in  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem. 

Using  his  growing  wealth,  Ptol¬ 
emy  III  struck  very  high  quality  tet- 
radrachms  in  Judaea  and  these  may 
have  been  the  work  of  the  Greek 
engravers  he  captured  in  the  Ae¬ 
gean  territories.  The  stylized  head  of 
Ptolemy  I  used  on  this  coinage  was 
idealized  and  made  younger  perhaps 
to  suggest  the  actual  appearance 
of  Ptolemy  III.  The  reverse  image 
of  the  eagle  and  the  letters  of  the 
legend  on  the  reverses  are  also  more 
refined  than  on  the  tetradrachms  is¬ 
sued  by  his  predecessors. 

After  Ptolemy  III  died,  his  son 
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A  tetradrachm  of  Ptolemy  III  stntck  246-221 
BCE,  in  Akko-Ptolemais;  mint  mark  PTC) 
in  left  f  eld’:  refined  portrait.  Svoronos  76H. 

Image  courte.sy  CNG 


, 


Auctioned  by  Baldwin  s  in  2013,  with  following  description: 

JUDAEA.  Kingdom  of  Egypt,  Ptolemy  III  Euergetes  (246-222  BCE),  gold  oktodrachm, 
27.85  gm.  Mint  of  Alexandria,  struck  imnder  Ptolemy  IV  Philopater,  (221-205  BCE).  Bust 
of  Ptolemy  facing  right,  wearing  a  radiate  diadem  and  an  aegis,  a  trident  over  his  shoulder, 
dotted  border.  Rev.  BAUAEQE IJTOAEMAIOY,  radiate  cornucopiae  bound  with  fillet,  AI  i 
field,  (Svoronos  1117;  SNG  Copenhagen  196.  ” 
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Ptolemy  IV  Philopater  (Lover  of  his 
father),  22 1  -204  BCE  ascended  the 
throne.  But  he  lacked  his  father’s 
strength  and  ambition,  delegating 
his  authority  to  incompetent  minis¬ 
ters  while  indulging  himself  in  the 
pleasures  of  the  court  and  in  drink¬ 
ing  bouts. 

Despite  this  neglect  of  his  du¬ 
ties,  his  army  managed  to  defeat 
the  invading  forces  of  the  Seleukid 
king,  Antiochus  III,  in  the  Fourth 
Syrian  War,  221-217  BCE,  and  the 
victory  after  the  battle  at  Raphia  in 
2 1 7  BCE  guaranteed  that  Judaea 
remained  in  the  Ptolemaic  empire. 

Ptolemy  IV’s  main  contribution  to 
Egyptian  history  is  that  he  followed 
the  custom  and  married  his  sister 
Arsinoe  III,  who  gave  birth  to  only 
a  single  son  and  heir. 

Ptolemy  IV’s  tetradrachms  struck 
in  Judaea  followed  the  pattern  set 
by  his  father  and  used  the  traditional 
design  with  the  portrait  and  inscrip¬ 


tion  of  Ptolemy  I  on  the  coin. 

But  Ptolemy  IV  also  issued  large 
amounts  of  bronze  coins  in  Judaea, 
perhaps  because  his  defeat  of  An¬ 
tiochus  III  of  Syria,  stimulated  the 
economy  and  increased  the  demand 
for  more  currency  in  the  Jewish 
markets. 

The  bronze  coinage  at  this  time 
had  reached  a  high  level  of  sophis¬ 
tication  and  the  images  were  finely 
engraved,  possibly  by  the  best  artists 
in  the  mints.  The  cities  that  fabricat¬ 
ed  these  bronze  coins  can  sometimes 
be  identified  by  details  in  the  design, 
such  as  the  shape  of  the  cornuco¬ 
pia  held  by  the  eagle  or  the  symbol 
engraved  between  its  legs. 

However,  Ptolemaic  coinage  had 
always  been  an  imperial  series  and 
so  circulated  in  all  the  regions  under 
their  control,  regardless  of  the 
mint’s’  location.  It  is  not  unusual  to 
find  coins  minted  in  Alexandria  cir¬ 
culating  in  Syria,  Phoenicia,  Judaea, 
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Akko-Ptolemais,  Marc  Antony  with  Cleopatra.  Described  by  Heritage  Auctions  as: 
"Bronze  (23mm,  17.77  gm).  Marc  Antony  head  r.  surrounded  by  laurel  wreath  / 
HTOAEMAIEWN  [lEP  KAI AZYAOY  lEJ  (of  the  people  of  Ptolemais,  holy  and  city  of 
Asylum);  in  r.  field  LE  (year  3  =  43  BCE)  bust  of  Cleopatra  r  Sofaer  pi.  7, 11 9.  RPC  4  742. 
Very^  rare.  Vety  Fine.  ”  Cleopatra  VII  was  the  last  Ptolemaic  ruler  of  Egypt. 
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Cypms,  and  Cyrene. 

Ptolemy  IV  died  in  204  BCE  at 
the  age  of  40  and  left  his  crown  to 
his  son  who  was  only  five  years  old. 
Unfortunately,  during  the  reign  of 
Ptolemy  V  Epiphanes  (God  mani¬ 
fest),  204-180  BCE,  the  Egyptian 
kingdom  began  its  steep  decline. 

The  boy  king  had  placed  the  po¬ 
litical  and  military  affairs  of  Egypt 
in  the  hands  of  unscmpulous  and 
weak  ministers  who  eventually  frit¬ 
tered  away  the  kingdom  and  lost  all 
of  its  overseas  territories  except  for 
Cyprus. 

In  the  Fifth  Syrian  War,  201- 
195,  Antiochus  III  again  invaded 
Judaea  and  conquered  the  entire 
country  except  for  the  city  of  Gaza. 
Perhaps  the  last  coins  issued  by  a 
Ptolemaic  king  in  Judaea  were  the 
tetradrachms  of  Ptolemy  V  minted 
in  Dora,  mint  mark  DO,  in  202-200 
BCE. 

These  coins  are  finely  engraved 
examples,  showing  no  signs  of  the 
stress  placed  on  the  country  and  its 


economy  by  the  conflict.  However, 
the  coins  did  not  display  the  tradi¬ 
tional  head  of  Ptolemy  I  Soter  and 
his  legend  and  instead  showed  a 
youthful  head  of  Ptolemy  V  on  the 
obverse,  and  his  own  inscription,  ‘of 
king  Ptolemy.’ 

In  198  BCE,  only  two  years  after 
this  coin  was  issued,  and  after  the 
battle  of  Panion,  all  of  Judaea  came 
under  Seleukid  control.  Antiochus 
III  then  began  to  strike  his  own 
coins  in  Judaea  and  opened  new 
mints  in  Demetrias  (Stratos  Tower), 
another  in  Samaria  and  even  one 
in  Jerusalem,  to  handle  the  large 
amount  of  currency  required  for 
the  economy.  Similar  to  the  Ptol¬ 
emaic  coinage,  the  Seleukid  coins 
were  beautiful  specimens,  and  they 
opened  a  new  chapter  in  Judaean 
history  that,  in  135  BCE,  led  directly 
to  an  independent  Hasmonean  king¬ 
dom,  ruled  by  a  Jewish  dynasty,  ra 

Editor 's  Note:  This  is  the  last  of  many  articles 
Marvin  Tameanko  (1934-2016)  submitted  to 
The  Shekel  over  his  long  association  with  the 
American  Israel  Numismatic  Association.  His 

ohituaty  follows  this  article. 
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Marvin  Tameanko 

(1934-2016) 


Marvin  Tame- 
kano  passed 
away  peacefully  at 
home  on  December 
16,  2016.  Tameanko 
was  a  prolific  and 
distinguished  author 
of  articles  in  numis¬ 
matics  and  Judaic 
research,  and  profes¬ 
sionally  was  Emeri¬ 
tus  Professor  at  the 
Faculty  of  Architec¬ 
ture,  Ryerson  Poly¬ 
technic  University, 

Toronto. 

He  wrote  a  total  of 
about  350  articles 
for  a  number  of  numismatic  maga¬ 
zines,  including  dozens  of  articles 
published  in  The  Shekel,  including 
“Noah  and  the  Ark  on  Ancient  Coins”, 
The  Original  “Chanukah  Gelt,”  “False 
Shekels”,  “The  Medals  that  Influenced 
Modern  History”,  “Hadrian  and  the 
Jews  -  A  Relationship  Shown  on  An¬ 
cient  Coins”,  and  many  more.  Many 
of  his  articles  were  illustrated  with 
beautiful  drawings  that  he  made. 

Marvin  said:  “I  discovered  (when 
I  began  collecting)  that  numismat¬ 
ics  was  a  complex,  multi-discipline 
science  involving  history,  economics, 
metallurgy,  mechanics,  technology, 
and  mythology  or  religion.  Also,  coins 
were  connected  to  famous  historical 
people  and  this  led  to  research  into 
biography. 

“One  can  say  that  coin  collecting 
is  a  complete  educational  process, 
exposing  the  collector  to  many  fields 
of  study.  Such  studies  arc  only  useful 
when  they  arc  shared  with  others,  and 
this  compels  us  to  attend  seminars  at 


coin  shows,  read 
books  and  magazine 
articles,  participate 
in  internet  lists  and 
fomms,  all  to  gather 
or  confirm  informa¬ 
tion  and  expand  our 
knowledge.  Coin 
collectors  never 
stop  learning.  This 
is  a  pleasant  process 
and  I  have  made 
many  friends,  all 
over  the  world,  who 
have  gladly  helped 
me  learn  about  the 
coins  I  collect.” 
Marvin  Tameako 
wrote  Monumental  Coins,  a  work 
detailing  ancient  coins  showing  build¬ 
ings  and  other  edifices,  which  won  a 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  award  in 
its  year  of  publication. 

Marvin  was  also  interested  in 
ancient  ships  and  built  a  number  of 
intricate  models  of  the  galleys  of  old, 
again  to  illustrate  a  booklet  he  had 
written. 

His  obituary  in  the  Toronto  Star 
notes  “Marvin  leaves  behind  behind 
the  love  of  his  life  and  best  friend,  his 
wife  Bette.  Devoted  father  and  father- 
in-law  of  Jonathan  and  Patricia  Giles, 
Stephen  and  Rina  Roberts,  and  Karen 
and  Paul  Greenberg”  and  numerous 
beloved  grandchildren. 

Besides  Marvin’s  fascinating  ar¬ 
ticle  “Bacchius  the  Jew”  that  we  arc 
pleased  to  publish  in  this  issue,  we 
have  at  least  one  more  article  that  we 
will  publish  later  this  year.  Marvin 
Tameanko  was  one  of  The  Shekel's 
most  prolific  writers.  He  will  be 
greatly  missed,  fiu 
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&  Prices. 
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guides  as  never  before,  with  greater  portability, 
photo  enlargement,  and  individual  page  printing 
capabilities. 


ONLINE 

NumisMaster.com  and  NumismaticNews.com 
bring  you  the  most  up-to-date  industry  news 
and  pricing,  and  our  weekly  email  newsletters 
are  must-reads. 
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WORLD  &  ANCIENT  COIN  AUCTIONS 

Extremely  Rare  First  Revolt  Quarter  Shekels  from  Heritage  Auctions 


r 


JUDAEA.  Jewish  War  (66  -  70  CE).  AR  quarter-shekel  (16mm,  3.13  gm.).  Year  1. 

This  is  the  better  of  two  known  examples  of  a  quarter-shekel  struck  during  the  first  year  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  War,  66/67  CE.  (The  second  example,  which  has  a  repaired  hole,  is  in  a  private  collection  in  Is¬ 
rael.)  Its  existence  suggests  that  the  original  plan  was  for  the  rebel  Jewish  mint  in  Jerusalem  to  issue 
three  denominations  of  silver  coins  -  shekels,  half-shekels  and  quarter-shekels.  Possibly  because  of 
the  difficult  circumstances,  the  quarter  shekels  were  never  struck  in  significant  numbers.  Sold  2012 
March  8-9  Heritage  Auction  -  The  Shoshana  Collection  of  Ancient  Judean  Coins  for  $896,250. 


JUDAEA.  The  Jewish  War  (66-70  CE).  AR  quarter-shekel  (15mm,  3.10  gm.).  Year  4.  One  of 
four  known.  By  the  fourth  year  of  the  Jewish  War,  the  Jewish  rebels  were  in  dire  straits.  The 
Romans  had  recaptured  most  of  the  countryside  and,  by  the  end  of  CE  69,  had  placed  Je¬ 
rusalem  under  siege.  Meanwhile,  a  horrific  internecine  civil  war  among  three  different  fac¬ 
tions  within  Jerusalem  had  killed  tens  of  thousands  of  Jews  and  reduced  the  city's  stockpiles 
of  food  and  other  necessities  to  nil.  Silver  shekels  of  Year  4  are  considerably  rarer  than  those 
I  of  the  previous  years,  half-shekels  rarer  still.  It  is  highly  likely  the  extremely  limited  striking  of 
j  quarter-shekels  came  early  in  April  of  69,  when  there  were  still  adequate  supplies  of  silver  at 
I  the  Temple  mint.  Estimate:  $350,000  -  $500,000.  To  be  sold  at  2017  August  3  ANA  Heritage 
World  Coins  &  Ancient  Coins  Signature  Auction  -  Denver. 

For  further  information  about  selling  your  coins  or  bidding  visit  Heritage  Auctions  at 

www.ha.com  or  call  877-HERITAGE  (437-4824). 
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